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Genesis 1:1-2:3 

2 Corinthians 4:3-6 

(See also Ps. 19:1-3, Rom. 1:18-20, 10:17-18, Heb. 11:1-3)

[David G. Hagopian] “The 24-hour view holds that God created 
the universe and all life in six sequential natural days marked 
by evenings and mornings. According to this view, God created 
the universe and all life in approximately 144 hours and in the 
sequence presented in Genesis 1.

The day-age view... agrees with the 24-hour view that the events recorded in 
Genesis 1 are sequential. The day-age view, however, parts company with the 24-
hour view regarding the length of the creation days. According to the day-age view, 
God did not create the universe and all life in six 24-hour days, but in six sequential 
ages of unspecified, though finite, duration.

The framework view holds that the days of Genesis form a figurative framework 
in which the divine works of creation are narrated in a topical, rather than sequen-
tial, order. This view holds that the picture of God completing His work of creation 
in six days and resting on the seventh was not intended to reveal the sequence or 
duration of creation, but to proclaim an eschatological theology of creation.”1
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1. Epistemology is the branch of philosophy that deals with 
issues pertaining to knowledge itself… What can we know and 
how can we know it? How does this relate to a study of Genesis 
1?

2. Pastor Patrick identified two sources for knowledge, (1) observation (science, 
reason) and (2) revelation (divine disclosure). How does Ps. 19:1-3 and Rom. 1:18-20 
relate to the first source, observation? How does Rom. 10:17-18 and Heb. 11:1-3 
relate to the second source, revelation?

3. Pastor Patrick contends that observation (i.e. science) and revelation are not 
enemies, but allies. Explain. Do you agree?

4. Read Genesis 1:1-2:3 and discuss.

5. Having grace for one another and avoiding all hostility, discuss the differences 
between the three views of the six days of creation (summarized above). Which 
position do you lean towards?

6. What is to be gained from a study of Genesis 1? What do we learn about God and 
what do we learn about ourselves?

7. Read 2 Cor. 4:3-6 and discuss the connection with Genesis 1.

8. What immediate applications can be made in light of this text?

1David G. Hagopian, ed., The Genesis Debate: Three Views of the Days of Creation (Mission Viejo, CA: Crux Press 
2001), p. 16.
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